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GENERAL MEETING

The September General Meeting will be held via Zoom on September 23, 2021 at 6 p.m.

Please send an email to meetings@akwesasne.ca to receive a link to watch the meeting. 

You can also send any questions you may have to meetings@akwesasne.ca as well.

FREE

AMBE WELCOMES BACK STUDENTS 
FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR!

The Ahkwesahsne Mohawk Board of Education is very excited to welcome back all of our students to the 
2021-2022 School Year! We want to remind drivers to exercise caution as school buses will be returning to 
the area roads soon.

We wish each student a safe and healthy upcoming school year!
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WAT’KWANONHWERA:TON/GREETINGS

She:kon/Wat’kwanonhwera:ton,

The MCA Communications Team is proud to bring you a new issue of our print 
newsletter, Onkwe’ta:ke. The name Onkwe’ta:ke means “For the people” and the 
newsletter is our way of reporting MCA news and information to those we are 
serving…you, the people.  MCA prides itself on transparency and accountability, 
and the news and reports in the pages to follow are MCA’s attempt to ensure you 
receive informative and helpful news. 

There is always a lot to learn about Council and the MCA departments, so we hope 
you fi nd the newsletter both interesting and useful. We look forward to sharing our 
most valuable news with you in this format, and welcome you to provide feedback 
or suggestions by emailing our team at communications@akwesasne.ca.
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The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne would like to ap-
point two youth council representatives to represent 
the community of Akwesasne.

Interested individuals are invited to submit their letter 
of interest and resume to Taylor Armstrong at taylor.
armstrong@akwesasne.ca or by mail/in-person to the 

Mohawk Government Offi ces located at 12 Akwesasne 
Street, Akwesasne, QC H0M 1A0 by Thursday, Sep-
tember 2 at 5 p.m.

For further information or if you have questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact the Mohawk Government 
offi ces at 613-575-2250 ext. 2163.

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne’s Department of 
Health (DOH) is reminding the community that the 
mask mandate is still in effect within the MCA ju-
risdiction. The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne fol-
lows the Eastern Ontario Health Unit’s (EOHU) 
mandates, and masks are still required when 
in public areas, which includes MCA buildings and fa-
cilities.

Regardless of your vaccination status, masks are still 
required when in public settings, such as MCA of-
fi ce buildings and businesses in the northern por-

tion of Akwesasne. Social distancing of up to 
6-feet is still being followed when in public as well. 
Please continue to adhere to the public health mea-
sures that have been put in place, as they were 
developed to keep our community safe.

Niawenhkó:wa/Thank you for your continued adher-
ence to our public health and safety measures. For 
more information, please contact MCA’s Emergen-
cy Operation Centre between the hours of 9 a.m. - 
5 p.m. at 613-575-5005 ext. 3704 or 613-575-2331 
ext. 3702, or via email at eoc@akwesasne.ca.

MCA CALLOUT FOR YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES

MASK MANDATE WITHIN MCA JURISDICTION STILL IN EFFECT
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MCA & SRMT UNITE TO SHARE URGENCY OF VACCINATION AMID 
RISKS OF DELTA VARIANT

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne and Saint Regis 
Mohawk Tribe are jointly urging the community to re-
ceive the COVID-19 vaccination.  New surges of cases 
worldwide caused by the highly contagious Delta vari-
ant are creating high risks to anyone who is unvacci-
nated, including young and healthy people.  The Delta 
variant has been confi rmed in Akwesasne. 

“What we are learning is that individuals who may have 
previously been strong enough to fi ght COVID-19 off 
as a regular fl u-like cold are now experiencing more 
serious illness and hospitalization due to the Delta 
variant’s strength,” said the Mohawk Council of Akwe-
sasne.  “We are emphatically advising all community 
members 12 and over to access the best defense there 
is against this disease – vaccination.”

The MCA and SRMT are working together to strategize 
on ways to help the community avoid a 4th wave of in-
fection or deaths.  It is the unanimous opinion of both 
Councils that vaccinations are safe, effective, and nec-
essary in this pandemic. 

“We need our community members to weigh facts 
against fears,” said the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribal 
Council.  “We sincerely understand the emotions be-
hind vaccine hesitation, but we can’t emphasize enough 

that the benefi ts of vaccination far outweigh any risks, 
and that your chance of becoming seriously ill from 
COVID-19 is the reality.”

Both councils encourage the community to consider 
the risk to children under the age of 12 who cannot yet 
receive the vaccine, and also those who are unable to 
be vaccinated due to medical reasons.  You can protect 
them while also protecting yourself.  

Please make informed decisions based on facts and sci-
ence; vaccinations work.  It’s your future, your commu-
nity, your culture and your children. Help us reach com-
munity immunity and make your vaccine appointment 
today. We truly are all in this together. 

AKWESASNE VACCINE CLINICS
Every Wednesday
Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe – Register by calling: 518-
333-0230
Mohawk Council of Akwesasne – Register by calling: 
613-575-2341 ext. 3220

AKWESASNE MEMBERSHIP BOARD BY-ELECTION: OFFICIAL RESULTS

The following are the offi cial results of the 2021 Akwe-
sasne Membership Board By-Election, held on Satur-
day, August 21:
• Tsi Snaihne — Connie Lazore

• Kawehno:ke — Joanne Jocko 

No appeals were fi led by 2 p.m. on Thursday, August 
26.

(AUGUST 11)
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PLEASE FOLLOW SAFETY PRACTICES WHEN PARKING 
ON ROADS IN KANA:TAKON 

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne is reminding the 
community and visitors to be considerate of safety 
practices when parking on the streets in Kana:takon. 

Residents have expressed concerns regarding unsafe 
parking, which creates diffi culties when navigating the 
streets. Parking on the street near intersections should 
be avoided, as it creates a hazardous sight obstruc-
tion, obstructs walkways for children and adults walk-
ing in the district,  and could create an unnecessary ac-
cident. Additionally, when cars are parked unsafely, it 
creates obstacles for Emergency Vehicles to maneuver 
through the roads. We understand that parking is lim-
ited in Kana:takon, but we must ensure that everyone 
can safely drive in the district. Community members 
are welcome to utilize Mohawk Council of Akwesasne 
parking lots, pending availability, after-hours and on 
weekends.

Please consider these safety tips when parking on 
roadways in Kana:takon: 
• Do not park on a curve, hill or anywhere you do not 

have a clear view in both directions. 
• Do not park where you will block a sidewalk, cross-

ing, or driveway. 
• Do not park near an intersection, which can create 

sign obstructions for oncoming traffi c. 
• Ensure that your vehicle is pulled over in shoulder 

as far as possible to allow oncoming traffi c to move 
through.  

• Be considerate of the speed zones and whenever 
you are approaching a vehicle parked on the road, 
please slow down! 

• Do not park within three metres (10 feet) of a fi re 
hydrant.  

• After parking, always turn off the ignition and lights, 
and remove the keys. Do not leave children or ani-
mals in vehicles.  

• Before moving from a parked position, always sig-
nal and check for oncoming traffi c, pulling out only 
when it is safe to do so.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
the Mohawk Government offi ces at 613-575-2348.
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COMMUNITY HEALTH PROGRAM PROVIDES UPDATE ON 
SCHOOL-REQUIRED VACCINES

The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne’s Community 
Health Program offers vaccinations in accordance with 
the Publicly Funded Immunization Schedule for On-
tario. Publicly funded vaccines are provided to eligible 
individuals free of charge.

Students that attend schools in the United States will re-
quire vaccinations that the Community Health Program 
cannot provide at their offi ce without a prescription, 
which will have to be fi lled at the cost of the individual. 
If you are not sure whether your required vaccines are 
free at the Community Health Program offi ce, please 
call 613-575-2341 ext. 3220.

Students requiring vaccines outside of the Ontario Pub-
licly Funded Schedule will require a prescription from 
a healthcare provider, and be fi lled at the individual’s 
expense.

Prior to fi lling a vaccine prescription please ensure that 

you have an appointment with the Community Health 
Vaccine Nurse, as walk-ins are not accepted.

For children attending school at the Ahkwesahsne Mo-
hawk Board of Education (AMBE) schools, the School 
Based Immunization Program for Grade 7 and 8 stu-
dents is deferred until further notice. We expect that 
this situation will change by mid-October.

It is advised that individuals call the St. Regis Mohawk 
Tribe Health Services to see if their child is eligible to 
receive the vaccinations that are required for entrance 
to schools in New York State.

Thank you for your understanding. Our goal is to 
vaccine all children in a timely and safe manner in 
accordance with the Publicly Funded Immuniza-
tion Schedule. If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please call the Community Health Program 
at 613-575-2341.
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INSPECTING YOUR HOME HEATING FUEL TANK
Home heating oil fuel tanks should be replaced if they 
are anywhere from 15-20 years old or show signs of 
leakage.

An aging tank is not only potentially harmful to the sur-
rounding environment, but could prove costly and in-
convenient if its contents escape from your tank.  As a 
homeowner or landlord, you are legally responsible for 
these costs.

The good news is most oil tank problems can be avoid-
ed.  Emergency Measures recommends the following:

1. Check for leaks before and after each delivery.
2. If you smell diesel or home heating fuel, immedi-

ately check your lines, tank and furnace for leaks.
3. Consider replacing oil tanks after 15 years of ser-

vice.  The price of a new tank is considerably less 
expensive than the cleanup.

4. Make sure all attachments are fi rmly secured.
5. Always fi ll your tank at the end of the heating sea-

son to help prevent rust caused by condensation in-
side the tank.

Answer These Questions!
Each question is represented by a number on the Fuel 
Tank image below.

1. Are the tank legs unstable or on a shaky foundation?
2. Are there any signs of rust, weeping, wet spots or 

dents on the tank?
3. Is the tank blackened at the low end, around the 

drain? (This may be an indication of water in the 
tank, and resultant corrosion inside the tank.

4. Are there any drips or signs of leakage around the 
fuel line, fi lter or valves?

5. Is there danger of snow or ice falling on the tank?
6. Is the vent clogged or restricted because of snow, 

ice or insect nests? (Screened vents can help pre-
vent insect nest problems.) 

7. Is the vent whistle silent when the tank is being 
fi lled?  (Ask the fuel delivery person.)

8. Are there signs of leakage or spills around the fi ll 
pipe or vent pipe?

9. Is the fuel-level gauge cracked, stuck or frozen?  Are 
there signs of oil around it?

10. If mounted outdoors, is the tank rated for out-
door use?

11. What is the age of the tank?  (Not usually indi-
cated until after 1998.)

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the questions above, 
call your local fuel service provider to arrange a de-
tailed tank inspection today.
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COUNCIL WEEKLY MEETING REPORT
SUBMITTED BY GRAND CHIEF ABRAM BENEDICT

JULY 26, 2021 
• The Program Manager for MCA 

Environment and representatives 
from Food Cycler presented to 
Council a proposed pilot project 
whereby members of Akwesasne 
will use the Food Cycler to help 
reduce waste. 

• Council discussed the need to 
examine the placement of guard-
rails in various locations in Akwe-
sasne. Administration will follow 
up on existing considerations/
studies and report back. 

• A briefi ng was provided on con-
cerns regarding fl ooding in vari-
ous parts of Tsi Snaihne; admin-
istration will follow up with the 
department on the status of is-
suance of RFP for a water level/
fl ood assessment. 

• Council agreed that no Coun-
cil meeting will take place next 
week in light of the civic holiday. 

• A briefi ng was provided on the 
status of portfolios and the up-
coming selection session. 

• MCR’s passed: Assignment of 
lease - Thompson Island, Assign-
ment of lease - Hamilton Island, 
Approval of new lease - Ross 
Island, Approval of Fish Identi-
fi cation Nearshore Survey par-
ticipation, Approval of funding 
application for Caring About 
Our Waste Initiative, Approval 
of signing offi cers for MCA BMO 
Canadian account.

AUGUST 9, 2021 
• A briefi ng was provided regard-

ing the past weekend meet and 
greet with the Deer Lake First 
Nation. 

• Council agreed that the next reg-
ular General Meeting will take 
place on September 23, 2021. 
Agenda forthcoming. 

• A request to include regular self-
care exercises and a moment to 
refl ect was requested and will be 
incorporated into Council’s cal-
endar.

• Council discussed the need to 
ensure the Council calendar is 
updated timely and that mem-
bers of Council are sharing their 
calendars with staff. 

• An update was provided on the 
annual evaluation for the Execu-
tive Director.

• Council discussed the decision to 
host District and General Meet-
ings on ZOOM, Council deter-
mined that the decision to have 
them online will continuously be 
revisited. 

• A briefi ng was provided on con-
fl ict-of-interest defi nition in the 
Akwesasne Financial Administra-
tion Law. 

• Council discussed a concern with 
burned out streetlights, adminis-
tration will follow up on the con-
cern. 

• A briefi ng was provided on com-
munity members challenges with 

vehicle registration in Quebec 
and having to pay taxes. 

• MCR’s passed: Approval of ap-
pointment of community mem-
bers to Council of Elders; Ap-
proval of (3) Council Meeting 
minutes.
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COUNCIL WEEKLY MEETING REPORT
SUBMITTED BY GRAND CHIEF ABRAM BENEDICT

AUGUST 16, 2021 
• Council discussed the need to 

develop a process and protocol 
for requesting administrative re-
ports and follow up.

• A briefi ng was provided on a self-
insurance initiative that was pre-
viously implemented for Coun-
cil’s consideration.

• Administration informed Council 
that revisions to the Good Stand-
ing Policy will be forthcoming to 
Council for consideration.

• A briefi ng was provided on a 
request for Council to consider 
reviewing and rescinding where 
appropriate outdated by-laws.

• Council discussed a request from 
a group of Akwesasne Residen-
tial School Survivors requesting 
assistance to attend a commem-
oration for Joey Commanda in 
Six Nations. Council agreed to 

provide fi nancial support.
• A briefi ng was provided on the 

MCA’s programs efforts to assist 
a homeless member, further fol-
low up will be done on additional 
options.

• Council was briefed on the status 
of the lease reduction initiatives 
for Akwesasne lease holders, 
Council will discuss the extension 
or expiry of the initiatives next 
week.

• A request for the MCA on-call 
listing was requested and will be 
distributed to Council.

• Council received a briefi ng on 
a complaint and situation on a 
driveway construction on Akwe-
sasne International Road.

• A request for a presentation from 
AMPS on their efforts to combat 
the sale and traffi cking of fen-
tanyl and other opioids will made 

and will be scheduled.
• Council discussed the current in-

toxicants by-law and will further 
discuss during the Justice De-
partment orientation.

• MCR’s passed: Approval of au-
thority to Iethinisten:ha Family 
Wellness to grant occupancy li-
censes; Approval of Lease Ross 
Island; Approval of (2) assign-
ment of lease Hamilton Island; 
Approval of assignment of lease 
Ross Island; Approval of agree-
ment with Ontario for Gladue af-
tercare; Approval of application 
to Zero Emissions Vehicle Aware-
ness Initiative and allocation of 
MCA contribution to the project; 
Approval of issuance of cannabis 
retail license; Approval of contri-
bution agreement with Canada 
for the Fibre to the Home Proj-
ect.



Page 10 ONKWE’TA:KE SEPTEMBER 2021

COUNCIL AND MOHAWK GOVERNMENT

KAWEHNO:KE DISTRICT CHIEF VANESSA ADAMS JULY/AUGUST 2021 UPDATES

Monthly Notables: 
• Attended Memorial Tree Plant-

ing Ceremony for Chief Darryl 
Lazare.

• Swearing in at A’nowara’ko:wa 
Arena Niawen:kowa to the com-
munity of Kawehno:ke.

• Attended Council Meeting at the 
A’nowara’ko:wa Arena.

• Orientation sessions at 
Kawehno:ke Recreation, 
A’nowara’ko:wa Arena and on 
Zoom Virtual Meeting Platform.

• Met with Associate Minister of 
Mental Health and Addictions 
Ontario Michael Tibollo and 
members of Council DCSS, DOH 
and AMPS at the Cornwall Care 
Centre.

• Attended funeral of James “Jim-
my” Shultz; walk and luncheon at 
the NNATC.

• Attended AFOA Governance 
Training.

• Attended all Council Meetings, 
General Meetings and District 
meetings on Virtual platform.

• Portfolio Selections: DOH De-

partment of Health, DCSS De-
partment of Community Social 
Services, Public Safety, Economic 
Development.

WORK IN PROGRESS:
Special Needs
1. Participated in 5 year Special 

Needs Strategic Plan sessions on 
Zoom meeting platform. This be-
gan in May 2021. ICA Associates 
namely Bill Staples and Mary Laf-
rance were hired to assist us in 
the development of a Strat plan. 

2. Draft of 5-year Strategic Plan has 
been received and is ready for 
next steps with ICA Associates.

Public Safety 
1. Meet & Greet with Reps from 

Deer Lake First Nation Keeway-
tinook Okimakanak KO and Liai-
sons on Thompson Island.

2. Attended Response Team Meet-
ing at Nav-Can with various 
stakeholders regarding Evacuees

3. Assisted with Community day at 
the Anowarakowa arena for Ak-
wesasne and Deer Lake.

DCSS Portfolio DOH
1. Special Needs /Akwesasne Sup-

port Services – 5-year strategic 
plan review of draft and thank 
you to many departments within 
MCA and community members 
working together to better serve 
our families of Akwesasne.

2. Akwesasne Healing Centre con-
tinues to be closed/not yet able 
to open due to permitting issues.  

DOH
1. Vaccine/Testing with 3rd dose 

planning underway for our Elders 
and most vulnerable.

2. Vaccine Hesitancy/Information.
3. New Variants as we head into 

the new school year – 4th wave 
of covid19 preparedness.

COMMITTEES:
CBSA Internal Working Group
1. Plan and assignments of issues 

based on design thinking plan. 
We continue working together  in 
the best interests of Akwesasne 

2. Domestic Lane pilot project con-
tinues.

3. This collaboration is to improve 
border crossing experiences at 
the Port of Cornwall with respect 
for our community members. It is 
on hold due to Canada’s pending 
election.

Collaborative Opportunities:
1. Working with local artist Victoria 

Ransom to beautify the Tennis 
Courts area with a mural to hon-
our Residential School Survivors 
and victims.

2. Community update at General 
Meeting next steps.

3. Continuing work with AMPS on 
Community Watch/Vulnerable 
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KAWEHNO:KE DISTRICT CHIEF VANESSA ADAMS JULY/AUGUST 2021 UPDATES
Persons Database.

Financial Status/Lobbying Progress
1. Special Needs Community Advocate/training facil-

ity .

2. Space needs ongoing for Programs and Services.
3. Recruitment of Doctors/Nurses in Akwesasne.
4. Need for Akwesasne Healing Centre to become 

open and operational.
    

KANA:TAKON DISTRICT CHIEF JULIE PHILLIPS-JACOBS JULY 2021 UPDATE

Monthly Notables: 
• Memorial tree planting ceremo-

ny was done for late Chief Darryl 
Lazore.  Darryl’s family, friends 
and community members gath-
ered at the St. Regis Recreation 
to honor Darryl and the achieve-
ments he had during his two 
term with the Mohawk Council 
of Akwesasne.

• All Council was sworn in at the 
A’nowara’ko:wa Arena under the 
pavilion.  Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions attendance was limited 
but the ceremony was broad-
casted on Facebook live.

• Special Needs strategic plan 
meeting. A carry over from pre-

vious Council.  Various issues 
occurred and this was not done 
before the end of the term.  Di-
rectors, Program Managers, 
community members and 3 
Chiefs participated. Deadline for 
completion is the end of July.

• Ontario’s Associate Minister of 
Mental Health and Addictions 
Michael Tibollo visit at Akwe-
sasne Care center. Grand Chief 
accompanied the minister on a 
tour of Kawenoke. The border 
closure restricted a trip to Kana-
takon and Tsi Sniahne. Maps were 
utilized to give a full understand-
ing of our community.  They then 
met more members of Council 
at the Akwesasne Care Center 
located in Cornwall. The topic of 
conversation was homelessness 
and addictions.  The Minister 
commended Akwesasne on the 
Care center and pledged to offer 
support.

• Council met with members of the 
Deer Lake First Nation at Thomp-
son Island.

• The Deer Lake is a community 

of 1200 members, which was 
evacuated because of the smoke 
caused by the wildfi res. 500 of 
their members are housed at 
Nav Can in Cornwall.  There are 
many challenges for Deer Lake 
residents at Nav Can: 

1. Poor treatment
2. Members come from a dry re-

serve, now having access again to 
alcohol has caused issues

3. Not everyone gets along, and half 
of the community is in one place, 
requiring security 

4. Food quality is another big con-
cern, they are accustomed to cer-
tain foods and are not allowed to 
bring food in. 

• The Federal Government is pay-
ing for everything, and the MCA 
EOC (Emergency Operation 
Centre) has been busy planning 
events and setting up things 
for the community to do off the 
premises. Weather unfortunately 
has also played a role in activi-
ties needing to be postponed. 
Our Council has committed to 
helping anyway that we can. Our 
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EOC manager will be on sight for 
the next 2 weeks as a Govern-
ment Liaison to assist the Deer 
Late Community at Nav Can

• Kanatakon District Chief’s met 
at Admin 1 to discuss reporting 
requirements, offi ce hours, com-
munication strategies to reach 
Kanatakon district members.

• Nation Building Orientation. In-
formation was provided on the 
self-government process and 
where it is at.

1. Introductions were given from the 
Entewatathawi team, legal team, 
and the Federal Negotiation 
team.

2. MCA continues to work on the 
agreement and have fi ve 5 non-
negotiable issues with Canada in 
which they were told that if they 
do not provide us with, then the 
agreement will not out to the 
community for acceptance, this 
included no taxation and no land 
expropriation. 

3. Entewatathawi has also provided 
funding to conduct program re-
views. An Akwesasne Justice re-
view will be completed later this 
year and review of the Offi ce of 
Vital Statistics has been recently 
completed.

• Council participated in our fi rst 

General Meeting via Zoom.   In-
troductions were done as well as 
an overview of our ongoing ori-
entation.  Business from the fl oor 
and we passed an MCR for past 
General meeting minutes.  This 
can be viewed on our website at 
www.akwesasne.ca.

• Communications set up a Face-
book page for the Kanatakon 
District Chiefs to post updates 
and communicate with the Kana-
takon District!  It has been well 
received and I look forward to 
posting information and updates 
to our page.

KANA:TAKON DISTRICT CHIEF JULIE PHILLIPS-JACOBS JULY 2021 UPDATE
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Highest Viewed Videos on the MCA Youtube Channel for August
1. MCA General Meeting — August 5, 2021
2. MCA & SRMT COVID-19 PSA
3. MCA COVID-19 PSA: Delta Variant

Top Tweet in August

Facebook Posts with the Most Likes in August
1. DOH Welcomes Mavis Williamson as New Jordan’s Principle Program Manager
2. World Breastfeeding Week 2021
3. MCA & SRMT COVID-19 PSA
4. Akwesasne Membership Board By-Election: Unoffi cial Results
5. CBSA Union Reaches Tentative Deal with Canada

Facebook Posts with the Highest Reach in August
1. COVID-19 Vaccine Fact SHeet — 4,806 reached
2. Two Arrested for Mischief in Kana:takon — 4,754 reached
3. WHW Program Warns of Rise in Fentanyl Overdoses In & Around the Community — 

3,810 reached
4. MCA & SRMT Unite to Share Urgency of Vaccination Amid Risks of Delta Variant — 3,192 

reached
5. MCA Reports One New Positive Case of COVID-19 — 2,997 reached

FACEBOOK STATS

TWITTER STATS

YOUTUBE STATS



Page 14 ONKWE’TA:KE SEPTEMBER 2021

CHILDREN’S PAGE

YOU’VE GOT TO BE KIDDING ME!SIMPLY A-MAZE-ING

Why did the math book look sad?  
It had so many problems!

When do astronauts eat?  
 Launch time!

What do librarians take fi shing? 
 Bookworms!

What is a snake’s favorite subject? 
Hissssssssstory!

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES!
Can you spot the 5 differences in the two pictures of the classrooms?

What supplies do you pass to get out of the maze?

1. In bulletin, missing blue square. 2. Teachers book is completely brown. 3. Boy on left has blue sleeves. 4. Boy on left is missing pencil on desk. 
5. Girl in front on left side has two pencils. 

 Launch time!

What is a snake’s favorite subject? 

What do librarians take fi shing? 
 Bookworms!
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The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne’s Department of 
Health (DOH) would like to extend a welcome to Jor-
dan’s Principle Program Manager, Mavis Williamson. 
Mavis began her new position as Jordan’s Principle 
Program Manager on August 16, 2021.

Mavis’ educational background and professional experi-
ence brings a passion for team building, and dedication 
to serving the public, within a confi dential and profes-
sional environment, having served as a former Executive 
Director, Government Executive Assistant, and most 
recently as a Public Relations and Community Educator 
with MCA’s Entewatathá:wi (Nation Building) Program.

The Jordan’s Principle Program ensures all First Na-
tions children living in Canada can access the prod-
ucts, services, and supports they need, when they 
need them. Jordan’s Principle can help with a wide 
range of health, social, and educational needs, 
including the unique needs that First Nations 
Two-Spirit/LGBTQ+ children and youth and those with 
disabilities may have.

The DOH is excited to have Mavis join the team, and 
look forward to working with her. To contact Mavis and 
the Jordan’s Principle Program, please call 613-575-
2341 ext 3315.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH WELCOMES MAVIS WILLIAMSON AS NEW 
JORDAN’S PRINCIPLE PROGRAM MANAGER 
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KAWEHNO:KE MEDICAL CENTER CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne’s Department 
of Health (DOH) is notifying the community that the 
Kawehno:ke Medical Center is closed until further no-
tice, due to unforeseen circumstances. 

All medical appointments are being directed to the 
Akwesasne Medical Clinic in Kana:takon, which can be 
reached at 613-575-2341.
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 Due to the current and alarming increase in overdos-
es in the community and surrounding areas associ-
ated with the drug Fentanyl, the Tekanikonrahwa:kon 
(Wholistic Health & Wellness) Program is encouraging 
all members of our community to be aware. 

Fentanyl is an illegal synthetic substance that has 
been associated with recent overdoses, often re-
ferred to as “Purple.” Fentanyl is commonly found 
in smoking/inhaling vapor from transdermal “Patch-
es”.  Fentanyl is sold illegally as a powder, made into 
sprays, in droppers, and is being mixed with other 
drugs, such as heroin, cocaine, methamphetamine, 
and MDMA. This is especially risky when people par-
ticipating in drug use don’t realize the drug might 
contain fentanyl as a cheap and dangerous additive. 
They might be taking stronger opioids than their bod-
ies are used to and can be more likely to overdose. 
It takes very little for this potent drug to take effect, 
and with an extremely high risk of overdose and fatal-
ity, we urge you to be vigilant.  

HOW CAN A FENTANYL OVERDOSE BE TREATED? 
Many drug dealers mix fentanyl with other drugs like 
heroin, cocaine, MDMA, and methamphetamine to in-
crease their profi ts, making it often diffi cult to know 
which drug is causing the overdose. Naloxone is a med-
icine that can treat a fentanyl overdose when given im-
mediately when the overdose occurs. Naloxone works 
by rapidly binding to opioid receptors and blocking 
the effects of opioid drugs. Fentanyl is stronger than 
other opioid drugs, like morphine, and might require 
multiple doses of Naloxone. Naloxone is available 
as nasal sprays (NARCAN® and KLOXXADO®). 

If you suspect someone has overdosed, the most 
important step to take is to call 911 or the Akwe-

sasne Mohawk Ambulance at 613-575-2000, and get 
the person overdosing immediate medical atten-
tion. Once medical personnel arrive, they will admin-
ister naloxone. If an individual has been trained in 
Naloxone (NARCAN) administration if they suspect 
an opioid drug is involved and NARCAN is available 
it can be given while emergency numbers are being 
engaged to help reverse an overdose until emergency 
personnel arrive on scene.  

If you know someone who is using drugs, you yourself 
participate in drug use, or have a loved one engag-
ing in substance use, it is wise to carry Naloxone and 
be vigilant of the increased amounts in and around our 
area.  

If you or a loved one are in need of services for addic-
tion, please call the MCA Wholistic Health & Wellness 
Addictions Program at (613) 575-2341.

WHOLISTIC HEALTH & WELLNESS PROGRAM WARNS OF RISE IN FENTANYL 
OVERDOSES IN AND AROUND THE COMMUNITY
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MCA SEEKS HEALTHCARE STAFF 
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne is current-
ly seeking staff to fi ll several positions and ar-
eas in need throughout the Department of Health. 
The pandemic has left many programs short on staff or 
unable to fi ll positions.

We are encouraging anyone interested in emergency 
employment to submit a resume identifying skills and 
areas of interest to our Human Resources offi ce. Sever-

al positions will be fi lled immediately on an emergency 
hire, term basis.
Staff are currently sought for the following areas/posi-
tions: Nurses, RPNs, and Personal Support Workers.

Any questions or resume submissions can be directed 
to:
• jobs@akwesasne.ca  
• 613-575-2250 ext. 2145, 2146, or 2147
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AHKWESAHSNE MOHAWK BOARD OF EDUCATION

CONTACT US!
Ahkwesahsne Mohawk 

Board of Education
(613) 933-0409 or 

(613) 575-2250 ext. 1400
Ahkwesahsne Mohawk School

(613) 932-3366

Tsi Snaihne School
(613) 575-2291

Kana:takon School 
(613) 575-2323

Iohahi:io
(613) 575-2754 or 

(613) 575-2250 ext. 4100
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DCSS FOOD SECURITY PROGRAM: NEXT DISTRIBUTION 
SCHEDULED FOR SEPT. 2-3, 2021

The Department of Community and Social Ser-
vices’ Food Security Program would like to in-
form the community that the next distribution 
will take place on Thursday, September 2 and Friday, 
September 3.

Community members are asked to regis-
ter by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, August 27. To reg-
ister, please call 613-936-1548 ext. 1300 or 
email foodsecurity@akwesasne.ca.

Due to the increasing number of no-shows, please note 
that if you miss your appointment without fi rst notifying 
staff, your box will be given to the next family on the list.
Please list only members of the family that re-

side with you on your intake form. We real-
ize that special circumstances do happen, 
we ask that you call and discuss with us if such a circum-
stance arises.

To ensure sustainability of the Food Security Program 
we ask that community members be honest when fi ll-
ing out intake forms. Dishonesty on forms may result in 
suspension or removal from the program.

Please be reminded to follow the COVID-19 preven-
tion measures in place: wear a mask, practice social dis-
tancing, and only arrive at the distribution site at your 
confi rmed pick-up time. For the safety of staff and the 
community, drop-ins are not allowed.
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AKWESASRONON FOR THE FUTURE OF OHNEHKANOS: PRIZE WINNERS

The MCA Environment Program and the Internation-
al Secretariat for Water are grateful to everyone that 
joined us for great presentations by our summer stu-
dents and partners! We would like to thank the North 
American Youth Parliament for Water for facilitating 
the conversation. 

The presentations can be watched on the MCA Envi-
ronment Program Facebook Page.  

The winners are:
• Katie Cook (Kayak)
• Vickie Horne (Sweater and Earring from Niio Perkins 
Designs)
• Kiyah Francis (Medallion and Earrings from Niio Per-
kins Designs)
• John Lazore (Custom Pack Basket by Good Mind De-
sign)
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MCA DEPARTMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE HOUSING & ENVIRONMENT (DIHE) – 
MAJOR CAPITAL PROJECTS:

Park Street & Hilltop Drive Reconstruction Project:
The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne Department of In-
frastructure Housing & Environment (DIHE) will com-
mence works to address defi ciencies in sanitary sewer, 
storm sewer and ditches, and watermain, by the recon-
struction of Hilltop Drive & Park Street within the Dis-
trict of Kana:takon (St. Regis). The MCA was notifi ed 
by Indigenous Services Canada on August 11th, that 
the DIHE Project Approval Request was for $2.8 million 
dollars in funding was successful which also signaled 
the DIHE’s ability to move forward with the project 
Tender award for construction.

Through Tender process, the MCA awarded the con-
struction contract to Lazore’s construction.

The work plan will be done in two phases that includes 
sanitary sewer replacement, installation of proposed 
storm sewer, & complete road reconstruction. Hilltop 
Drive is part of the fi rst phase that is 570 meters of re-
construction and Park Street is 420 meters that is part 
of the second phase of reconstruction.

To allow for traffi c routing, Phase I, Hilltop Drive (south), 
will be done fi rst as it is the less invasive work to the wa-
terworks and will be reconstructed to support detour 
for Phase II which will be the full length of Park Street 
and the remaining length of Hilltop Drive (north) that 
will include the reconstruction of the water wastewater 
infrastructure along with the road reconstruction.

As part of this detour, the Department of Health is ask-
ing traffi c going to the health facility to use the drive-
way entrance going toward the CKON radio building 
area and health facility parking lot and NOT the Akwe-
sasne Ambulance area exit and parking.

Phase 1, Hilltop Drive Road Reconstruction started on 
August 16th, and is planned to be completed by No-
vember 5th, 2021 with full restoration of residential 
yard entrances. The Phase II will start as early as pos-
sible in the year 2022 and is planned to be completed 
within the year 2022.

If you would like more information about the project, 
please go to the MCA’s ‘akwesasne.ca’ website, or 
reach out to one of the project team members.

Detour 1. at First Street & Hilltop Dr. intersection indicates to travel 
through to Park Street. Detour 2. Turn left onto Park Street and follow to 
Kanonhkwa’tsheri:io facility. 
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CONTACT US!
Administration

(613) 575-2250 ext. 1003
Maintenance Program

(613)-575-2250 ext. 1022
Roads Department

Central Dispatch (613) 575-2340
or (613) 938-5476

Water / Wastewater Infrastructure
Emergency (613) 575-2000

After Hours Pager (518)404-3352 
Offi ce Hours Mon – Fri. 8AM-4PM (613) 933-4924

Solid Waste Management (Garbage and Recycling)
(613) 575-2250 ext. 1022

Housing
(613) 575-2250 ext. 2300

Environment
(613) 575-2250 ext. 1038

MCA DEPARTMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE HOUSING & ENVIRONMENT (DIHE) – 
MAJOR CAPITAL PROJECTS:

Street Lighting:
Review of street lighting throughout all three Districts 
will be underway this fall for additional lighting for 
streets at various public locations. Contact represen-
tatives from both Cornwall Electric (Fortis) and Hydro 
Quebec have been identifi ed to be a part of the MCA 
working group. DIHE will also review existing lights 
for repair or replacement with the goal to have repairs 
done before October 31st.

Community Street Light Maintenance Requests:
District and Community Members can help with identi-
fying existing street lights in need of repair and report-
ing outages.

District Members on Kawehno:ke can directly report 
outages to Cornwall Electric/Fortis. Individuals are to 
identify the pole tag number (see photo example) and 
call Cornwall Electric at: (613) 932-0123. Doing this will 
aide in expedited service by Cornwall Electric.

With Hydro Quebec, the contact for the agent assigned 
to Akwesasne for streetlights maintenance and repair is 
Adriana Stanescu: Phone number: 1-800-463-9900, Ac-
cess code: 8845 or Email address: Affaires@hydro.qc.ca.

Should you need to contact Department of Infrastruc-
ture Housing and Environment about this information, 
please call 613-575-2250 Ext 1003. Please be prepared 
to provide the utility pole number for our reference. 
Niawen.

Road Assessments:
DIHE will be preparing a Request for Proposal (RFP) to 
hire a Consultant Engineer to perform a Road Traffi c 
Feasibility Study within the Districts under the jurisdic-
tion of the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne. The study 
will consider the current needs of the community in re-
lation to traffi c laws and safety, then provide recom-
mendations for current roads need.

DIHE has received concern from District Members 
within the Village of Kana:takon indicating the diffi cul-
ty with observing Stop signs and posted Speed signs 
due to vehicles being parked too close to the signs or 
corners. The concern is for the health and safety of pe-
destrians, cyclists, and motorists. Know that it is illegal 
to park within certain distances of Stop signs and it is a 
citable offense. Your consideration to respect the con-
ditions related to road safety is appreciated.
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Solid Waste Illegal Dumping is Prohibited:
DIHE has received numerous complaints of household 
waste/bulk waste being dumped illegally at the end of 
Wade Lafrance Memorial Road in Snye, Cherry Street 
in Kana:takon, and at the end of Tewesateni Road 
on Kawehno:ke. The Mohawk Council of Akwesasne 
through its Department of Infrastructure Housing and 
Environment spend roughly $480,000 per year to pro-
vide waste management services for all the districts 
and that includes a regular household garbage pick-up.

Garbage Pick-up:
Tsi Snaihne — Thursday
Kawehno:ke — Friday
Kana:takon — Saturday
Recycling — Tuesdays for all districts

As a prevention measure to illegal dumping at the end 
of Wade Lafrance Memorial Road, DIHE has installed 
a gated & locked fence. There will be a ditch installed 
and there is signage posted.

Please do not dump garbage illegally. We need com-
munity support to report anyone that may be seen 
doing illegal dumping. Our Environment and Conser-
vation programs report that there are Waste materi-
als that contain toxic substances, sharp objects, and 
household items that pose serious health and safety 
risks not only to humans but also to the soil and under-
ground bodies of water.

Report illegal dumping by calling Akwesasne Central 
Dispatch’s non-emergency line at 613-575-2340.

MCA DEPARTMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE HOUSING & ENVIRONMENT (DIHE) – 
MAJOR CAPITAL PROJECTS:

As a prevention measure to illegal dumping at the end of Wade Lafrance Memorial Road, DIHE has installed a gated & locked fence.
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AMPS PREPARES FOR BACK TO SCHOOL SAFETY 
The Akwesasne Mohawk Police Service (AMPS) will be 
out patrolling school zones across the northern portion 
of Akwesasne in order to remind drivers school is back 
in session.  

Offi cers will be paying close attention to school zones, 
speed limits, child restraint systems, school bus safety, 
aggressive driving and distracted driving concerns. In 
addition, offi cers will be conducting traffi c control. Po-
lice are asking motorist to plan ahead and leave early 
for your commute to accommodate school bus stops 
and traffi c backups.  

The Akwesasne Mohawk Police Service encourages the 
community to report unsafe and dangerous driving be-
haviors by calling Akwesasne Central Dispatch at 613-
575-2000. Follow the Akwesasne Mohawk Police on so-
cial media (Facebook/Instagram) for more safety tips.  

JULY 2021 STATISTICS
Total: 266

1 024 Break & Enter-Residence
1 027 Theft-Automobiles
1 028 Theft-Trucks
2 030 Theft-Other Motor Vehicles
1 035 Theft over $5,000-Other
2 040 Theft under $5,000-Other
1 041 Possession Stolen Property
1 044 Frauds-Credit Cards
1 045 Frauds-Other
2 063 Disturb the Peace
1 068 Obstruct Peace Offi cer
5 072 Michief (prop dam.)under $5,000
1 073 Criminal Code-Other
5 100 Immigration Act
1 1000 Abandoned Vehicles
9 1001 Alarms
4 1003 Assist Other Agencies-Ambulance
9 1003 Assist Other Agencies-Cornwall PS

2 1003 Assist Other Agencies-OPP
10 1003 Assist Other Agencies-Other
4 1003 Assist Other Agencies-Tribal PD
30 1004 Assist Public
4 1006 Document Service
1 1007 Breach of Probation
5 1008 By-Laws-Dogs
4 1009 By-Law-Noise
3 1011 By-Law-Other
1 Incident Type not listed
11 1012 Civil Disputes
11 1013 Community Services
3 1014 Crime Prevention
2 1015 Committal Warrants
1 1016 Domestic Dispute (non-violent)
2 1018 Escorts-Prisoner
4 1023 Judge’s Order (court)
1 1023 MVC-Non Reportable
1 1027 Property-Found
3 1028 Probation Orders

11 1029 Suspicious Persons
6 1030 Suspicious Vehicles
17 1031 Suspicious Circumstances
6 1036 Warrant-Bench/First
1 1039 Property-Recovered
3 1040 Traffi c Complaint
1 1056 Hazardous Conditions
13 106 Provincial Statutes-Other
14 1063 Marine Patrol
1 204 Sexual Assault
4 205 Assault-Level 1
2 705 Dangerous Operation MV
1 709 Impaired Operation MV/Harm
4 711 Impaired Operation MV
2 715 Fail to Stop/Remain (CCC)
2 716 Drive MV Prohibited (CCC)
1 717 Fail to Stop/Remain (HTA)
1 718 Careless Driving (HTA)
22 721 Traffi c-Provincial Statutes
3 726 PD MVC Over $1000 (prop dam.)




